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You answer your business 
p h one and  t h e v oic e on t h e 
ot h er end  says,  “ I ’ m  wat c h ing  
you and  I  h av e a rif l e. ”     
W h at  woul d  you d o?  

 
This scene has been played out in businesses 
throug hout the P ug et S ound area in the past 
m onth.   R estaurants,  retail stores,  and serv ice 
industries hav e been targ eted by suspect( s)  
w ho call and dem and actions or inf orm ation.   
E m ployees hav e been ask ed f or—and hav e 
prov ided—their nam e,  hom e address,  cell 
phone num ber,  the num ber of  em ployees or 
patrons in the store,  and sex ually ex plicit 
inf orm ation.   Terrif ied,  som e em ployees hav e 
prov ided personal inf orm ation or ev en f ollow ed 
instructions to w alk  outside alone or risk  being  
shot.   
 
P olice hav e responded to each report and hav e 
conducted thoroug h searches of  each business 
and the surrounding  area.   A s of  this w riting ,  no 
suspect has been located—nor has anyone 
been inj ured.  
 
W hile it w ould be m ore com f ortable to assum e 
the calls are a hoax  perpetrated by w rong doers,  
as prior calls hav e been,  there is the possibility 
that a threat of  this sort could be leg itim ate.    
 
E v ery business is dif f erent,  and the f ollow ing  
sug g estions should be tailored to suit your 
location and staf f .  
 
Educate your employees 
Y our em ployees should k now  w hat suspicious 
activ ity look s ( and sounds)  lik e.   A nyone ask ing  
q uestions about the num ber of  em ployees on 

duty,  how  m any custom ers are in the business,  
opening  and closing  procedures,  
cash handling ,  or other proprietary 
inf orm ation should be considered 
a potential threat.   E m ployees 
should nev er share non-public 
business inf orm ation or personal 
inf orm ation w ith non-trusted 
sources.   I f  an em ployee f eels pressure to 
answ er,  she should prov ide f ictitious 
inf orm ation;  it’ s unlik ely the suspect w ill k now  if  
the inf orm ation is accurate or not.  
 
I s th e th reat credi b le?  
I f  the em ployee is com f ortable doing  so,  ask ing  
q uestions can help determ ine if  the threat is 
credible.   The suspect’ s answ er to q uestions 
such as,  “ C an you see that I ’ m  w alk ing  to the 
w indow ? ”  w hen in actuality the em ployee is 
standing  in one place m ay indicate w hether the 
suspect is actually w atching  the business.   I f  
you are unable to determ ine if  the threat is 
credible,  assum e that it is—and act according ly.  
 
P rotect yourself  an d oth ers  
I f  the threat appears credible,  hav e em ployees 
and custom ers m ov e aw ay f rom  doors and 
w indow s to areas that are not v isible f rom  
outside the business.   L ock  doors and w indow s,  
if  it is possible to do so,  and stay out of  sig ht.   
R em ain concealed until otherw ise directed by 
police.    
 
R eport th e th reat  
C all 9 -1-1 im m ediately.   P rov ide as m uch 
inf orm ation as possible to the responding  
of f icer,  including  a description of  the suspect’ s 
v oice,  g ender,  sounds that w ere heard in the 
back g round,  phone num ber f rom  caller I . D . ,  
specif ic w ords or phrases the suspect used,  
and the dem ands the suspect m ade.  

Phone Threats - w i th a G u n - to B u si nesses 
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property 
F or th e M onth  of  D ecemb er 2 0 0 8  

COMMERCIAL ROBBERY:                                                                                                                                                        LOS S                                                                                  
3800 block NE 4th St 
8: 32  p . m .  

T he  s u s p e ct p oi n te d  a  g u n  a t the  e m p loy e e  a n d  d e m a n d e d  s he  g i v e  hi m  
m on e y .   A  K 9  tr a ck w a s  con d u cte d  bu t the  s u s p e ct w a s  n ot loca te d .   Crime 
P rev en t io n  T ip :   K eep  t h e min imu m a mo u n t  o f  c a s h  n ec es s a ry  t o  c o n d u c t  
b u s in es s  in  t h e c a s h  reg is t er.   P o s t  s ig n s ,  s u c h  a s  “ L es s  t h a n  $ 5 0  in  c a s h  
reg is t er, ”  a t  b u s in es s  en t ries  t o  d et er w o u l d -b e t h iev es .  

unknown 

2 00 block R a i n i e r  A v e  S 
1 0: 32  p . m .  

O f f i ce r s  r e s p on d e d  to a n  a la r m .   T he  s u s p e ct j u m p e d  ov e r  the  cou n te r ,  
op e n e d  u p  a  p la s ti c ba g  he  ha d  br ou g ht w i th hi m ,  a n d  d e m a n d e d  
p r e s cr i p ti on  d r u g s .   H e  f le d  on  f oot,  p u r s u e d  by  cu s tom e r s  w ho w e r e  
u n a ble  to ca tch hi m .   O f f i ce r s  s e a r che d  the  a r e a  w i th n e g a ti v e  r e s u lts .   
Crime P rev en t io n  T ip :   P ro d u c t s  t h a t  a re f req u en t  t a rg et s  s h o u l d  b e l o c k ed  
in  a  t imed -a c c es s  s a f e o r a  d u a l -k ey ed  s a f e ( w it h  o n e k ey  s t o red  o f f  s it e) .   
S ig n s  “ a d v ert is in g ”  t h es e p ro c ed u res  ma y  red u c e t h e l ik el ih o o d  o f  t h is  t y p e 
o f  ro b b ery .  

$ 2 , 3 3 3  

COMMERCIAL BU RG LARY:                                                                                                                                                    LOS S                                                                                     
1 2 00 block U n i on  A v e  NE Su s p e ct/ s  g a i n e d  e n tr y  to the  bu s i n e s s  by  ki cki n g  i n  the  d oor ,  the n  s tole  

com p u te r s ,  p r i n te r s ,  p hon e s ,  a n d  othe r  of f i ce  e q u i p m e n t.   Crime 
P rev en t io n  T ip :    E x t erio r d o o rs  s h o u l d  b e o f  s o l id  met a l  o r w o o d  
c o n s t ru c t io n  a n d  f it t ed  w it h  d ea d b o l t  l o c k s .   T h e d o o r f ra me s h o u l d  b e 
t ig h t l y  f it t ed  a n d  s ec u rel y  a t t a c h ed  t o  t h e w a l l s .   A  l is t  o f  b u s in es s  
eq u ip men t ,  in c l u d in g  b ra n d  a n d  s eria l  n u mb er,  s h o u l d  b e ma in t a in ed  a t  a n  
o f f  s it e l o c a t io n ;  if  t h e p ro p ert y  is  rec o v ered ,  p o l ic e a re u n a b l e t o  ret u rn  it  
t o  y o u  w it h o u t  a  s eria l  n u mb er o r o t h er p ro o f  o f  o w n ers h ip .  

$ 5 , 3 0 4  

1 2 00 block U n i on  A v e  NE Su s p e ct/ s  g a i n e d  e n tr y  to the  bu s i n e s s ,  w hi ch ha d  be e n  bu r g la r i z e d  the  
n i g ht be f or e .   Su s p e ct/ s  r e m ov e d  the  n e w ly  r e p la ce d  of f i ce  e q u i p m e n t 
( com p u te r ,  m on i tor ,  a n d  r ou te r . )   Crime P rev en t io n  T ip :   S ee a b o v e.  

$ 1 , 4 6 8  

2 00 block Su n s e t B lv d  N A  p a s s e r by  r e p or te d  br oke n  g la s s  a n d  a  d oor  a j a r  a t the  bu s i n e s s .   T he  
s u s p e ct/ s  ha d  tu r n e d  of f  the  p ow e r  to the  bu i ld i n g  u s i n g  the  m a i n  s w i tch,  
w hi ch w a s  e a s i ly  a cce s s i ble  a n d  n ot locke d ,  d i s a bli n g  the  li g hts  a n d  
s u r v e i lla n ce  ca m e r a s .   O n ce  i n s i d e ,  s u s p e ct/ s  br oke  i n to a  d i s p la y  ca s e  
a n d  s tole  tw e n ty  d i g i ta l ca m e r a s .   A  K 9  s e a r ch of  the  a r e a  r e v e a le d  n o 
s u s p e cts .   Crime P rev en t io n  T ip :   P o w er s w it c h es  a n d  l in es  s h o u l d  b e 
l o c k ed  o r o t h erw is e s ec u red  t o  p rev en t  a c c es s ,  a n d  a l a rms  s h o u l d  h a v e a  
b a t t ery  b a c k  u p .  

$ 1 , 0 0 0  

47 00 block NE Su n s e t 
B lv d  

Su s p e ct/ s  s tole  1 2  f u ll p r op a n e  ta n ks ,  w hi ch w e r e  locke d  i n  a  s te e l ca g e  
on  a  cor n e r  of  the  p r op e r ty .   Su s p e ct/ s  cu t a n d  r e m ov e d  the  he a v y -d u ty  
lock.   A lthou g h the  bu s i n e s s  ha s  s e cu r i ty  ca m e r a s ,  the  a r e a  of  the  
bu s i n e s s  w he r e  the  p r op a n e  i s  s tor e d  i s  n ot w e ll li t,  a n d  the  the f t cou ld  n ot 
be  s e e n  on  the  s e cu r i ty  v i d e o.    Crime P rev en t io n  T ip :   D u rin g  n o n -
b u s in es s  h o u rs ,  it ems  o f  v a l u e s h o u l d  b e s t o red  in s id e a  l o c k ed  b u il d in g  
w h en ev er p o s s ib l e.   E x t erio r s t o ra g e a rea s  s h o u l d  b e w el l  l it  a n d  u n d er 
s u rv eil l a n c e,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e s ec u red  w it h  c a s e-h a rd en ed  s t eel  p a d l o c k s  
a n d  h ea v y  d u t y  h a rd w a re.  

$ 7 2 0  

1 7 000 block 1 1 6 th A v e  
SE 

O f f i ce r s  a r r i v e d  w i thi n  on e  m i n u te  of  r e ce i v i n g  a  r e p or t of  a n  a la r m .   T he  
g la s s  bu s i n e s s  d oor  w a s  s ha tte r e d  a n d  of f i ce r s  cou ld  he a r  the  g la s s  s ti ll 
cr a ckli n g  i n  the  f r a m e .   Su s p e ct/ s  s tole  tw e n ty  p a cks  of  ci g a r e tte s ,  w hi ch 
w e r e  loca te d  r i g ht i n s i d e  the  d oor .   A  K 9  tr a ck d i d  n ot loca te  a n y  s u s p e cts .   
Crime P rev en t io n  T ip :   I t ems  o f  v a l u e s h o u l d  b e s t o red  a w a y  f ro m t h e 
d o o r t o  p rev en t  ra p id  s ma s h  a n d  g ra b  b u rg l a ries .   A n  a p p l ic a t io n  o f  
S ec u rit y  F il m c a n  in c rea s e t h e s t ren g t h  o f  g l a s s ,  n ec es s it a t in g  mo re ef f o rt  
f ro m t h e c rimin a l s  t o  g a in  en t ry .  

$ 1 0 3  



 
17200 block 128th 
A v e  S E  

O f f i ce r s  r e s p on d e d  to a  r e p or t of  s u s p i ci ou s  ci r cu m s ta n ce s ,  w he r e  tw o 
s u bj e cts  w e r e  s e e n  e x i ti n g  the  bu s i n e s s  ca r r y i n g  ba g s .   A n  a r e a  che ck 
d i d  n ot loca te  the  s u bj e cts .   N i n e ty  m i n u te s  la te r  a n  e m p loy e e  ca lle d  to 
r e p or t a  bu r g la r y .   C a s h,  che cks ,  tools ,  a n d  m i s ce lla n e ou s  i te m s  ha d  
be e n  s tole n  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s .   T he r e  w a s  n o s i g n  of  f or ce d  e n tr y  to 
the  bu i ld i n g ,  a n d  the  e m p loy e e  s a i d  the  f r on t d oor  s om e ti m e s  d oe s  n ot 
clos e  a ll the  w a y  a f te r  be i n g  locke d .   Crime Prevention Tip:  Doors and 
w indow s sh ou l d b e inspec ted reg u l arl y ,  and th ose th at do not c l ose 
and l oc k  properl y  sh ou l d b e repaired immediatel y .   O nl y  enou g h  c ash  
nec essary  to c ondu c t b u siness sh ou l d b e k ept on h and.    

$ 1 7 , 0 9 8  

6 00 block S W  
S u n s e t B lv d  

A  com p u te r ,  ca s h,  che cks  a n d  othe r  i te m s  w e r e  s tole n  f r om  the  
bu s i n e s s  w hi le  the  ow n e r  w a s  g on e  f or  lu n ch.   T he r e  w a s  n o s i g n  of  
f or ce d  e n tr y  to the  bu s i n e s s ,  a n d  the  ow n e r  thou g ht he  m i g ht ha v e  le f t 
the  d oor  u n locke d .   T he  s u s p e ct/ s  a ls o s tole  the  d oor  ke y ,  w hi ch w a s  
i n  the  d oor .   T he  ow n e r  ha d  the  d oor  locks  cha n g e d  the  s a m e  d a y .  
 
T he  n e x t d a y ,  w he n  the  ow n e r  r e tu r n e d  f r om  lu n ch,  a  colle a g u e  
a d v i s e d  hi m  tha t a  v e hi cle  ha d  e n te r e d  the  p a r ki n g  lot a n d  the  s u bj e ct 
i n s i d e  the  v e hi cle  a p p e a r e d  to be  “ ca s i n g ”  the  bu s i n e s s .   T he  ow n e r  i s  
con ce r n e d  a s  the  s u s p e ct v e hi cle  r e tu r n e d  to the  bu i ld i n g  a t the  s a m e  
ti m e  the  bu r g la r y  occu r r e d  the  p r i or  d a y ,  a n d  the  s u s p e ct i n  the  
bu r g la r y  ha d  s tole n  the  ke y s .   T he  li ce n s e  p la te  n u m be r  f r om  the  
s u s p e ct w a s  p r ov i d e d  by  the  colle a g u e .   Crime Prevention Tip:  A l l  
entranc es to th e b u siness sh ou l d b e l oc k ed w h en not in u se or not 
u nder c onstant view  of  an empl oy ee.   K ey s sh ou l d b e sec u red in a 
l oc k ed draw er or k ey  b ox .  

$ 1, 3 70 

Auto Thefts:  There were 52 cars reported stolen in Renton during the month of December 2008. 
Auto Recoveries:   Nine vehicles that were stolen outside the City were recovered in Renton during December 2008. 

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY:                                                                                                                                                      

2800 block N E  
S u n s e t B lv d  

B u s i n e s s  ow n e r  r e p or ts  s he  a r r i v e d  a t he r  bu s i n e s s  to f i n d  the  d oor  
u n locke d  a n d  a  ba n k ba g  a n d  d e p os i ts  m i s s i n g .   T he r e  w a s  n o s i g n  of  
f or ce d  e n tr y  to the  bu s i n e s s .   A  p os s i ble  s u s p e ct i s  a n  e m p loy e e  w ho 
w a s  r e ce n tly  le t g o w ho ha d  ta ke n  m on e y  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s  i n  the  
p a s t,  a n d  “ m i g ht”  ha v e  ha d  a  ke y .   Crime Prevention Tip:  Door l oc k s,  
saf e c omb inations,  and al arm c odes sh ou l d b e repl ac ed w h enever an 
empl oy ee l eaves u nder amb ig u ou s c irc u mstanc es.   K eep onl y  th e 
minimu m amou nt of  c ash  nec essary  to c ondu c t b u siness on h and.   A l l  
c ash  and neg otiab l e instru ments sh ou l d b e sec u red in a l oc k ed saf e 
th at is b ol ted dow n.  

$ 175  

4 700 block L a ke  
W a s hi n g ton  B lv d  

A  te le v i s i on  a n d  r e f r i g e r a tor  w e r e  s tole n  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s .   I t a p p e a r s  
the  s u s p e ct ha d  “ r i g g e d ”  the  d oor  to d i s a ble  the  lock s om e  ti m e  
p r e v i ou s ly ,  s o tha t f or ci n g  e n tr y  w ou ld  n ot be  n e ce s s a r y .   I t i s  u n kn ow n  
how  the  s u s p e ct r e m ov e d  the  a p p li a n ce s  w i thou t be i n g  obs e r v e d .   
Crime Prevention Tip:  Doors and w indow s sh ou l d b e c h ec k ed on a 
reg u l ar sc h edu l e to c onf irm th ey  are l oc k ed.    

$ 3 00 

3 00 block B u r n e tt 
A v e  N  

A  p a s s e r by  r e p or te d  tw o s u bj e cts  r e m ov i n g  i te m s  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s  lot 
a n d  loa d i n g  the m  i n to a  v e hi cle .   F ootp r i n ts  i n  the  s n ow  i n d i ca te  the  
s u s p e cts  v i s i te d  m u lti p le  loca ti on s  on  the  bu s i n e s s  lot.   T he  bu s i n e s s  
ow n e r  w a s  u n s u r e  w ha t w a s  m i s s i n g  f r om  the  bu s i n e s s .   Crime 
Prevention Tip:  W h en possib l e,  al l  merc h andise sh ou l d b e stored 
inside l oc k ed b u il ding s.   E x terior l ots sh ou l d b e sec u red w ith  c h ain l ink  
f enc ing  th at is topped w ith  raz or w ire,  and g ates sh ou l d b e sec u red 
w ith  steel  h ardened padl oc k s and indu strial  g rade c h ains.    

unknown 
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Crimes Occurring on Business Property in December (continued) 



Terri Vickers / Crime Prevention Unit 
1 0 5 5  S  G ra d y  W a y  
R enton,  W A   9 8 0 5 7  
Ph one:   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 2 0  
F a x :   ( 4 2 5 )  4 3 0 -7 5 0 5   
E-ma il  th e Ed itor a t:   tvickers@ ci. renton. w a . u s 

RENTON POLICE  DEPART M ENT 

Already this month we’ve had reports of 
c ou nterfeit b ills b eing  passed in R enton— 
mostly twenties and fifties.   T rain you r 
employees to inspec t for sec u rity featu res 
on every b ill,  on every transac tion.   F or 
information on spotting  
c ou nterfeit b ills,  g o to 
www. moneyfac tory. g ov.    

Counterfeit 
B il l s  


